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1956 -- CRITICAL YEAR FOR THE WEST 


Although the communists made some dramatic changes in tactics during 1955, it appears 
that they have not made any spectacular gains. At least, there has been nothing comparable to 
the take-over of Czechoslovakia in 1948; the capture of the China mainland in 1949; or the 
attack on South Korea in 1950. 


What gains they made -- at the Bandung Conference, in exploiting the "spirit of Geneva", 
and in the trade-and-arms deal with Egypt -- are significant mainly in the developments they 
may engender in 1956 and beyond. 


Most important for the world communist movement, and that includes communist activities 
in the United States, is the fact that a new, virorous leadership dedicated to classic Marxism- 
Leninism has taken over control of the Party's world apparatus. A main emphasis of Marxism- 
Leninism is world revolution. 


Ever since the celebration of the 38th anniversary of the October 1917 revolution, the 
present leadership of N.A. Bulganin and N.S. Khrushchev have been laying the groundwork for 
the 20th Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, to be held in Moscow late in 
February. While many details of communist plans for 1956 will not be known until that meeting 


takes place, the general outlines of what to expect from the Reds during the coming year already 
have been stated. 


First Deputy Premier Lazar M. Kaganovich stated on November 6, 1955, that internally 
the Soviet Union will step up its industrialization "to catch up with and outstrip...the United 
States...economically." In the foreign area, the Reds will promote a new "socialist inter- 
nationalism" based on "close bonds linking the Soviet people with the broad masses of all 
countries of the world." 


Revival of Classic Communism 


Kaganovich, a veteran Communist Party man as well as the Soviet's top industrial leader, 
went on to say that the 1956 program would include a far-flung program of economic aid to 
under-developed countries, particularly in Asia, and a return to the basic communist beliefs, 
including the distribution of goods according to need. 
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Day to day statements by top Party leaders indicate that the new "socialist intemational- 
ism" will be carried on by two general programs: 1) promotion of non-resistance to communist 
advances, 2) promotion of Lenin's revolutionary theory of class warfare and a political drive 
to establish dictatorships of the proletariat wherever possible. 


The promotion of non-resistance already has begun in the United States and may well be 
the major problem to be faced here during 1956. In essence, this is a continuation of the "peace" 
crusade, the "spirit of Geneva" and the “relaxation of international tensions" campaigns. Its 
main characteristic: to present the Communist Empire as a peace-loving bloc interested above all 
in human welfare and the use of moral rather than military force in international relations. Its 
main objective: to break down active opposition to communist aggressions and, where possible, 
even to build support for communist policies. 


Its specific aims fall into a wide range. At one extreme is Yugoslavia, which appears to 
be drifting closer to the Soviet communists. Ivan Bozicevic, Vice Chairman of the Yugoslav 
Trade Union Council, for example, reported on November 28, 1955, that the Soviets were 
"gratified" with the normalization of relations with Yugoslavia and now wanted "to have direct 
links with trade union organizations in our enterprises." He added, "We believe that such 
cooperation will contribute to further understanding and will extend Yugoslav-Soviet relations." 


Promoting Non-Resistance in the United States 


At the other extreme is the United States. Here, one major communist aim appears to be to 
weaken the American will to resist or to interfere with communist advances in other parts of the 
world, This campaign, which has been highlighted by Soviet demands that the U.S. reduce its 
armed forces, eliminate nuclear weapons, and close down its foreign bases, is now developing a 
new internal phase -- designed to erode American will to resist by appealing to the sincere 
American desire for world peace. 


An example of the approach which is likely to become more apparent in 1956 is a harmless 
looking pamphlet by Jessica Smith, called, "The American People Want Peace" and subtitled, 
"A Survey of Public Opinion." Issued in September, 1955, the pamphlet stresses the overwhelm- 
ing force of public opinion in determining the course of governments, presents a selected number 
of “opinions” from various groups in the United States, and winds up with the advice that the 
“efforts of numerous individuals who are speaking out for peace in their own communities" can 
end the cold war. 


Specific actions recommended include banning atomic weapons, settling the German ques- 
tion without rearming Western Germany, applying the "spirit of Geneva" to our relations with 
Red China, and promoting "peaceful coexistence". The real key to what lies behind this 48- 
page pamphlet is found in its promotion of the American Peace Crusade, and the National 
Council of American-Soviet Friendship, both of which have been designated as Communist Fronts 
by the U.S. Attorney General. 


This picture is rounded out by the fact that the author, Jessica Smith, is editor of "New 
World Review", formerly called, "Soviet Russia Today", published by the Friends of the Soviet 
Union. 


Between the two extremes of Yugoslavia and the United States, there are the many neutral 
and so-called "uncommitted" countries of Asia and Africa. The Reds are stepping up efforts to 
encourage non-resistance (such as the recent attack on Iran for joining the Baghdad Pact) and by 
encouraging these neutral states to split away from Western influences, as they have in India and 
Egypt. 


Advancing the Cause of Communism 


While the promotion of non-resistance is, in a sense, a defensive operation, the promotion 
of Lenin's revolutionary theory and the drive for political control in non-communist countries is 
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highly aggressive. The outline of what these two movements mean were disclosed by |.G. 


Ryabtsev in an October 27 commentary on Lenin's book of communist tactics, “What Is To 
Be Done?" 


After praising Lenin's revolutionary theory of class struggle as the source of strength of 
the Soviet Union, Ryabtsev stated, “Marxism teaches that the class struggle of the proletariat is 
waged in the unbroken unity of three radicals -- political, theoretical and economic. The 
most important is the political struggle, the struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat. The 


theoretical and economic struggle...aims at...supplanting (bourgeoise ideology) by socialist 
ideology." 


Ryabtsev makes a particular point of the international applications of this theory by 
stating, "The communist parties of the whole world lean upon the experience of the Soviet Union 
in their struggle for democracy and socialism. As Lenin had forseen, the Russian working class 
became the advanced guard of the international proletariat and its Communist Party became the 
shock brigade of the world revolutionary movement." 


The current re-emphasis on revolutionary theory and the struggle for the dictatorship of the 
proletariat has special significance in relation to communist activities during the 1956 U.S. 
election campaigns. As is well known, the long term aim of the Reds is to encourage labor to 
form an independent farmer-labor party, to gain control of this party and rise to political rule of 
the U.S. The timetable for this program, which has been thought of in terms of decades, may 
now be stepped up to a matter of years. 


First Aim in the U.S. - Win Political Leadership of the Workers 


Max Gordon, writing in the "Daily Worker" during the week of November 21, 1955, con- 
demned the policy of some "progressives" to "vote their conscience" as being “a lofty sentiment 
but scarcely the aim of politics." In order to advance the communist program right now, he 
stated, "the struggle necessarily takes the form of winning the workers and their allies to battle 
for them in the political arena." 


Gordon continued, "we would like to see an independent party based on labor, But this 
can come only as a result of widening independent activity by labor and its allies which will 
place pressure on leaders and candidates of the two major parties. In this way, labor will come 
into ever sharper collision with the monopoly-controlled Democratic Party Leadership. And ata 
particular stage, it will learn from its own experience the need for an independent party." 


Meanwhile, in the 1956 elections, Gordon advised communists and "progressives" to 
strive for political leadership among workers and Negro people. Their campaigning can also be 
expected to follow the pattern of the 1954 elections in which they campaigned against anti- 
communists and supported candidates who, if not pro-communist, were at least relatively soft 
toward communist advances. By reducing resistance to communism, the progress of communism 
is speeded. Behind the stepped up activities of communist parties throughout the world is the 
conviction of the present Soviet leadership that the victory of communism is inevitable. Party 
Boss Nikita S. Khrushchev on November 24, 1955, in India declared, that “under present con- 
ditions, the victory between the socialist and capitalist systems will be on our side." 


L.M. Kaganovich, in his November 6, policy talk, went even farther. He stated that 
"in the 20th century the great ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin will be victorious." 
Thus, he indicated that the Reds, who have conquered one-third of the world in the past 38 years, 
are now gearing their plans to conquer most if not all the rest within the next 45 years. 


At the moment, the major emphasis in this drive has shifted from military to political, 
social and economic means. It is now necessary for the West not merely to counter communist 
moves in these areas, but to defeat them by vigorous independent programs. The year 1956, 
when the stepped up aggressive plan of the Reds will have its first major test may well be the 
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critical year for the West -- the year in which events will determine whether the Reds will move 
on to further successes, or will eventually fail in their aim of spreading Red tyranny throughout 
the world. 


A VISIT TO THE U.S.S.R. 


The Soviet Union has been reaching out into the free world with a rapidly growing volume 
of technical, scientific, professional and cultural exchanges. And by next summer, it may be 
possible for the average tourist, if he is rich enough, to take a "Cook's Tour" of Moscow and 
Leningrad, for the first time since the end of World War Il. 


Like the U. S. Senators, Congressmen and special guests who toured the communist 
capital during 1955, the average tourist will be shown the sights of the town and little else. 
These usually include several collective farms, the Vatican Museum, the Kremlin Museum, 
factories, slaseind, and athletic stadia. 


He'll also see the tomb where U.S.S.R. subjects day after day pass in silence before the 
dead bodies of their former masters -- Lenin and Stalin. To make this throwback to early days 
even more curious, only the heads and hands of the former communist leaders are real - the bodies 
are dummies. 


While it is estimated that Moscow can accomodate up to 15,000 American tourists over the 
summer season, the actual number expected is much less because of the high prices of communist 
travel, Because of the artificial rate of exchange a bottle of beer costs $2.50; a hotel room, 
$30 a day. 


Actually, if the doors of Moscow are opened to the average tourist, he can expect to be 
guided about the city by Intourist, the government travel agency, preferably in groups, and be 
sent back home without having any real contact with the life and thoughts of the Soviet people. 


Even those few tourists who speak to Soviet citizens will come away with no idea of what 
they are thinking. From long experience with the rules of een Soviet subjects will answer 
any question from a stranger relating to public affairs with the latest official pronouncement on 
the subject, or say that he knows nothing about the subject. 


From such fleeting and illusory contacts with some Soviet citizens during 1955, a number 
of well-meaning American visitors came away with the impression that "all the citizens are for 
peace" and, therefore, that "the Soviets must be sincere." After all, if a stranger asks a 
prisoner how he likes the warden, who have life and death power over him, what kind of answer 
can he expect? 


Ah, The Delegations 


In the communist scheme of things the average tourist from abroad is pretty much of a 
nuisance. The main communist effort is being devoted to delegations of specific groups which 
oe expected to carry at least part of the communist propaganda message back to the people 
at home, 


The Soviet newspaper, "Pravda", on October 23, 1955, roundly praised the exchange of 
delegations as a means of promoting mutual understanding and relaxing international tensions. 
A check of the exchanges shows that in 1954 a total of 1,046 delegations involving 17,000 
people visited the Soviet Union, and the number of visits was up 15 percent in 1955. 


Reporting on these exchanges, "Pravda" stated that they included parliamentary delegations 


from India, Sweden, Syria, Yugoslavia, Japan, France, Belgium and Luxenburg, and added, 
"Wide contacts are being implemented by Soviet public, cultural and scientific organizations 
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with the corresponding establishments of other countries. The VOKS - (the Soviet agency in 
charge of foreign cultural exchanges) - maintains contacts with almost 50 foreign societies of 
friendship and cultural relations with the USSR, which have a membership of approximately 
120,000,000. 


"In addition to that, close contacts are maintained with foreign organizations and indi- 
vidual workers of science, culture, and art through the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of 
Trade, the USSR Academy of Sciences, the All-Union Central Trade Union Council, the Physical 
Culture and Sports Committee, and other organizations...An important role in the matter of de- 
veloping cultural contacts is played by various exhibitions arranged by Soviet organizations 
abroad and by foreign organizations in the USSR." 


What Do The Reds Gain? 


In the United States, of course, the organization with which the Soviet VOKS deal is the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship. The National Council, and particularly the 
Chicago Council of American-Soviet Friendship, is, in fact, promoting exhibitions and show- 
ings of Soviet motion pictures. 


In the November 1955 issue of its publication, "Friendship", the Chicago Council became 
ecstatic about the Soviet's two-year plan to produce 200 feature films, and adds, "Even more 
important than the feature films in building friendship and understanding are the fine documentary 
films coming from the USSR." These are being shown in the Cinema Annex as they arrive in the 
U.S., but equally important “are the potential thousands of showings of 16mm documentaries in 
homes, clubs and union halls." 


While a number of good arguments might be advanced for a fair exchange of propaganda 
films and documentaries between the United States and the Soviet Union, almost all the advan- 
tage of the current exchange of individuals, delegations and films seems to be on the communist 
side. A fair exchange would find American propaganda films being shown not only in movie 
houses in Moscow and Leningrad, but also in the homes of Soviet subjects, in clubs and in union 
halls. But there seems to be little likelihood that this will happen. 


American visitors to Moscow during 1955 came back with the view that the Soviet people 
are hungry for facts about the United States. If we are to have cultural exchanges, it would 
seem reasonable to insist that American works be shown as widely in the U.S.S.R. as Soviet 
productions are shown in the United States. 


RED WAR IN ASIA 


If an average American were asked to set up a world strategy by which the United States 
could conquer the world, he would not know where to start. But ask a communist anywhere in 
the world, and the chances are that he would answer that the important area to conquer first is 
Asia and the major weapons should be propaganda and subversion. 


The reason is that the communist aim is world conquest. Strategy to achieve this goal was 
laid out long ago by Nikolai Lenin, founder of the Soviet state and of the Communist Party. 
Today, 32 years after his death, communists are still following the general outlines of Lenin's 
policies. 


Asia looms large in communist plans because here are the bulk of the world's people -- 
600,000,000 in China, 356,000,000 in India, 90,000,000 in Japan, 80,000,000 in Indonesia, 
and 30,000,000 in Indochina. In addition, these areas (not now including Red China) supply 
needed raw materials to the factories of Europe; they supply customers for manufactured products; 
and, most significant, they are politically and economically underdeveloped. 








As Red commentators have often mentioned before. control of Asia would enable the Reds to 
cripple the economies and the war-making potential of Europe. According to Red plans, this 
would lead to control over Europe and the consequent isolation of the United States in a Red sea 
of communism. 


Beginning in July 1920, when the Comintern (Communist International) was formed as the 
international subsidiary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, communists began to concen- 
trate their main aggressive effort on Asia. The major results have been the capture of the China 
mainland in 1949, the spread into North Korea and North Vietnam, and infiltration into Indo- 
china. 


Today, as part of the continuing program to see communism triumph throughout the world, 
the Reds are stepping up pressure on non-communist areas of Asia. They are driving toward 
other communist victories with the immediate targets of: 1) "peaceful unification" of the parti- 
tioned countries of Korea and Vietnam; 2) communist participation in the new government of 
Indonesia; and 3) closer ties between Red China and Japan. 


Aggressions According To A Rule Book 


How are these aggressions being carried out? In Korea and Vietnam they appear to be 
following a familiar pattern, as if the rules were already written in a handy pocketbook called, 
“How To Conquer and Communize a Country." 


Internally, the process of communization is being carried out in North Vietnam and North 
Korea as quickly as possible. This involves creation of communist cells, endless ideological 
indoctrination, the registration of all citizens, and the assignment of a Party member to oversee 
the activities and thoughts of people in a specific block of houses. 


In both countries, political front organizations have been set up. Their job is to attack 
the influence of the West, and to pretend to represent the best interests of the people in the 
south as well as in the north. In Vietnam this political device is called the "Fatherland Front." 
Its announced aims include "protecting private commerce and industry, at the same time en- 
couraging the restoration and development of such private commercial and industrial branches as 
help improve the nation's welfare and the people's living." 


This, of course, is a repetition of the Soviet experience during the early 1920's and the 
experience of Red China up until this year. You gain the political support of the small business- 
man and independent farmer while you communize major industry. Then, you liquidate the small 
businessman and collectivize the farmer. Here, in fact, is a major tactic of subversion. Persuade 
the victims to support an apparently acceptable condition in order to gain political control; then 
substitute an unacceptable totalitarian regime when it is too late to fight. 


Realizing that political deception alone might not be enough, the Reds also are infiltrating 
Party members into South Vietnam. There they will be able either to organize voting in favor of 
unification with North Vietnam on communist terms, if elections are held, or be ready to commit 
acts of espionage, sabotage or guerrilla warfare, if the Reds attempt to overrun the south by force. 


South Korea, which is under similar pressure from the north, has put the finger on the true 
nature of the communist-supported spirit of international cooperation and friendship. Radio 
Seoul, November 28, 1955, declared, "The Soviet call for international cooperation and friend- 
ship is the same as a burglar saying to his victims: '| have robbed you of many things but from 
now on we will be friends, but | will not give back to you what !| have taken." 


Political Infiltration Used 


More than that, the Reds are using their professions of friendship to open the doors to Party 
members whose task is to further promote the spread of communism. Typical of the propaganda 
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with which the Reds are now flooding Asia is the Radio Moscow broadcast to Indonesia and South- 
east Asia of October 26, 1955. The broadcast claimed that the October communist revolution 
had inspired Asian countries to fight for their national freedom and independence, and went on: 


"The great Lenin once said that every nation has the right to determine its own destiny, 
manage its own resources, and live as it chooses to live. Nobody has the right to suppress 
another nation, or to enslave or exploit another country, or to interfere in its internal affairs." 


"The Asian people are practicing Lenin's teachings by defending their national indepen- 
dence and sovereignty against the elements of imperialism and colonialism, and by adhering to 
the five principles of peaceful coexistence proposed by Chou En-lai (Red China's Premier)." 


What Radio Moscow did not mention was Stalin's additional dictum that while "nobody has 
the right to forcibly interfere in the life of a nation," it is "the duty of the Party to conduct 
agitation and to endeavor to influence the will of nations so that the nations may arrange their 
affairs in the way that will best suit the interests of the proletariat (in other words, best suit 
the communists)." 


This double-dealing is the mark of the communist campaign throughout Asia and particu- 
larly in Indonesia. According to Radio Moscow, December 7, 1955, the Communist Party of 
Indonesia is now holding mass rallies to gain support for its claim to participate in the Indonesian 
cabinet, where it presumably will work to suit the best interests of the communists in Moscow. 


In Indonesia, as elsewhere throughout Asia, Africa, and Latin America, the Reds have 
been playing down the extreme demands of communism and have been playing up nationalism in 
order to gain political sway in the various governments. As part of a coalition they would be 
able to work toward seizing the entire government as they did in Czechoslovakia and later in 
Guatemala. 


A leading group in promoting pro-communist aims in Indonesia is the China-Indonesia 
Friendship Association, formed July 2, 1955, with the aid of former Indonesia Premier Ali 
Sastroamidjojo and Red China's Premier Chou En-lai. Similar "friendship" organizations through- 
out the world appear to play important roles in the world communist apparatus. 


Friendship for Japan 


Although the major communist aggressions in Asia are being directed toward Vietnam, 
Korea and Indonesia, it appears that their major target is not Vietnam, Korea or Indonesia, or 


even India. As top planners in the U.S. have long recognized, the top Red target in Asia is 
Japan. 


Adding India's hungry millions to the Communist Empire right now would merely over- 
burden an already overtaxed industrial machine. The powerful industrial system of Japan, how- 
ever, would complement the agrarian economy of Red China, while the addition of Japan's 
vigorous millions with their long military tradition would easily tip the balance in Asia and 


eventually the world to the side of the Reds. Then such countries as India could be picked off 
at will. 


Movements into such areas as Vietnam, Korea and Indonesia thus have their greatest value 
in gaining control of areas vital to the economy of Japan, By controlling these areas, along 
with Red China, the Reds hope to force Japan into economic and eventually political submission. 


Within the past year, communists also have begun to move in on Japan directly. In April, 
1955, the Japanese Communist Party shifted from underground operations and came into the open. 
Their tactic was to form a sort of popular front with left-wing groups based on the slogan of 
normalizing relations with the communist powers. From this position the Reds are working to 
consolidate their influence among socialists and among business and political groups which 
would benefit from closer ties with areas now under communist control. 
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Radio Tokyo, April 15, 1955, noted this change by reporting that Japan was being flooded 
with communist publications. These include the party's organ, "AKAHATA", "For Peace and Inde- 
pendence -- HEIDOKU", "Party Construction ," "Investigation and Policy," and "Vanguard of Theo- 
retical Guidance." 


Directed From Moscow 

Any doubts that this shift in Japanese communist tactics was directed from Moscow are elim- 
inated by a Radio Moscow Broadcast, October 9, 1955. Quoting from the October 7 "Cominform 
Journal", the broadcast declared, "The Japanese Communist Party continues its unremitting fight 
to construct a democratic, liberated Japan." 


In order to build a "huge, powerful organization" and to create a “democratic, united front 
for national liberation," the broadcast said, the Japanese Reds must "rally as many forces as pos- 
sible to protect the people's interests, shelving differences among groups for the time being." The 
broadcast continued that the Party should "try to recruit workers and farmers into the Party fold." -- 
the pattern of current Party activity throughout the world, including in the United States. 


To cap the issue, Radio Moscow, November 9, 1955, disclosed a report by the Japanese Com- 
munist Party to the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. They said in part, 
"Dear Comrades...The Japanese people highly appreciate the friendly support given to them by the 
Communist Party and the peoples of the Soviet Union...Long Live the CPSU." 


To implement the will of the communists, a host of front groups has sprung up in Japan. 
Members of the Japan National League for the Protection of the Constitution, for example, recently 
visited Red China and at a farewell banquet in Peking, November 28, 1955, the group's leader, 
Tetsu Katayama, declared that his organization would work for normalization of relations between 
Red China and Japan. This also is the task of the National Conference to Promote the Restoration 
of Japan's Diplomatic Relations with China and the Soviet Union. 


Radio Peking, November 27, 1955, also announced that an agreement had been signed between 
the All-China Federation of Trade Unions and the Japanese Trade Union Delegation to "deepen the 
friendship between the trade unions of China and Japan...to struggle for the restoration of normal 
diplomatic relations and economic and cultural exchanges...and to increase mutual understanding." 
This Japanese delegation was headed by Fujitaro Fujita, chairman of the General Council of Trade 
Unions of Japan, who declared on November 26 in Peking that "the working class of Japan is now 
fighting for national independence and peace and against the war policy (in other words, for the 
communist-Asian program)." 


What does all this mean to people in the United States at the start of the year 1956? It would 
seem to mean that the communists are on the march in Asia; they know where they are going; and 
they are moving with confidence. It would also seem to mean that Westerners must learn more about 
the needs of Asians and provide leadership which will keep them on the side of the West, if the 
world is to be saved for freedom. 
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